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Leave Hitler To Me Lad

ROLES
Adult Brian – approx 70 years old, guitarist (essential), singing role.
Young Brian   - 10 years old, guitarist (not essential) singing role.
Pam – 17 years old, 1950’s bombshell, singing role.
Barry – 21 years old, Pam’s boyfriend, singing role.
Mum (Winifred) – late 20’s, ‘an angel’, appears in flashbacks. 
Dad (Eric) – early 30’s, ex-RAF, an alcoholic.
Step-Mum (Mary) – early 20’s, in Pam’s words ‘a cow’
George – 10 years old, cocky, confident.
Gladys – 10 years old, clever, bookish, shy.
Mr Bill – late 20’s, welfare officer, Brian’s idle and father figure.
Miss Bates – late 30’s, head mistress, rules with an iron fist.
House Mother – Think Emma Pillsbury off Glee!
Rabbit puppeteers – Andy and Pandy, skilled roles.
Kids/Dancers – Dancers in the music hall where Pam and Barry work.  Kids in the school.
AUDITIONS

· Auditionees must prepare either the male or female monologue provided based on the character information given. This is regardless of what character you would prefer to play.

· Auditionees to be considered for singing roles must also prepare a song of their choice from the early 1950’s (early rock n roll era).  You must provide your own backing track on CD at the audition.  
· Adult Brian must be able to play guitar so needs to perform the audition song with guitar accompaniment (a guitar can be provided by request).  
SYNOPSIS

Brian's Dad is a war hero and he's coming home any day now.  He's been coming home for 7 years.

It's 1952 and the country is rebuilding itself.  King George is dead and Rock 'n' Roll is here to stay.  The children at Great Stony Residential School listen to Little Richard on their transistor radios at bedtime.  Brian has lived here since he was two weeks old and he is miserable.   He tries to remember a time before Great Stony and can't take another 'cattle market' - where adults come and take his friends 'home' but nobody wants him. 

Brian builds his own little family at the school with his rabbits Andy and Pandy, friends Gladys, an orphan, George, who doesn't know where his parents are either and Mr Bill his Welfare Officer.  Then there is Miss Bate’s, the Headmistress of Great Stony who rules the school with an iron fist.

The children look forward to Sports Day - a day off Bates’ rules and sanctions.  However, heads turn when glamorous teenager Pam appears to unravel the past and reveal a shocking secret that will turn Brian's world upside down, forever.

 Based on a true story, "Leave Hitler To Me Lad" tells the untold story of a lost generation of children in the aftermath of World War 2. 

MOTIVATION

The play was created after interviewing my Father, whom the character of Brian is based on, and his school friends about their time in a residential school during and after World War 2.  Most had been evacuated and their parents had been killed or were missing in the war and some, like my father, simply didn't know where they had come from and if they had any family.  

It has always annoyed my Dad that the story of the evacuees who never returned home was rarely told - the public perception being that as soon as the war was over millions of cheery, healthy children jumped onto trains and into the loving arms of their parents.

The play tells his story and uses music from 1952 and original compositions by LA-based musician Ben Pringle of Nerf Herder (Buffy the Vampire Slayer). 
